Sexual assault is a traumatic experience.

If a friend tells you they have been sexually
assaulted, the most important response is to
believe them. Itis never the victim’s fault.

® Encourage them to seek medical attention
and consider reporting to law enforcement
and campus officials.

@ Be supportive by listening, and don’t ask
blaming questions (e.g., “What were you
wearing?”)

® Encourage them to call the local rape crisis
center for support.

® Allow them to make decisions without feeling
judged.

@® Do not tell others what happened without your
friend’s permission.

@ Be informed. Know what support is available
on campus for victims of interpersonal
violence.

@ Take ACTion. If you notice a situation that
has the potential to become unsafe, trust your
instincts. Take action to safely intervene.

/' Assume responsibility.
/' Consider your options.

/' Take action. Check-in with friends.
Your one action can help
prevent violence.
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Resources for

Victims of

CONTACT of Huntington, Inc.
Rape Crisis Center

Huntington

1-866-399-7273

Family Refuge Center
Lewisburg
304-645-6334

HOPE, Inc.
Fairmont
304-367-1100

Rape and Domestic Violence
Information Center
Morgantown

304-292-5100

REACH

The Counseling Connection
Charleston

304-340-3676

Sexual Assault Help Center
Wheeling
304-234-8519

Shenandoah Women’s Center
Martinsburg
304-263-8292

Women’s Aid In Crisis
Elkins
1-800-339-1185

Women’s Resource Center
Beckley
304-255-2559

Or

The National
Sexual Assault Hotline
1-800-656-HOPE

West Virginia Foundation for Rape
Information and Services

www.fris.org

STOP
THE SILENCE OF

SEXUAL VIOLENCE

What Every

West Virginia Foundation
for Rape Information and
Services

www.fris.org
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What is consent?

are protected under the Title IX Education
Amendments Act of 1972.

(e.g., attempted or completed

V intercourse, touching, etc.).
“Sexual harassment” is unwelcome conduct \ ' 'V’ For more information, review your

Sex and gender-based harassment are not A Sexual violence is any unwanted sexual
tolerated on college campuses, and students VV/ \ contact that lacks consent

of a sexual nature, including but not limited institution’s Sexual Misconduct Policy.
to unwelcome sexual advances; requests for “ y If a student reports and believes the
sexual favors; or other verbal or nonverbal A b college has not sufficiently addressed
conduct of a sexual nature, including rape, sexual their complaint related to sex or gender-
assault, and sexual exploitation. In addition, depending based harassment, they can contact the

on the facts, dating violence, domestic violence, and stalking U.S. Department of Education, Office for Civil Rights
may also be forms of sexual harassment. (www.notalone.gov)  at www.ed.gov.
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campus.
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Data sources include research by

Most sexual assaults are planned in advance and committed by someone the victim knows and trusts.
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